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1. The Mall Athens: 
The largest illegal 
construction in 
Europe 

The Olympic Games, which took place in Athens in 2004, provided the 
pretext for the building of the largest illegal construction in Europe. The 
stars in this urban horror-movie include real-estate, construction and 
commercial corporations, heads of government, ministers, mayors and, 
last but not least, the media. A Greek drama about a transnational 
event – the Olympics - and a transnational corporation – the Latsis 
Group.  

2. Glam and Cash The Mall Athens is being advertised as the largest shopping center in 
Southeastern Europe. The 60.000 sq.m. building houses 250 stores, 
including many transnational brands. Since 2005, shoppers number in 
the millions and projected revenues amount to 300 million euros per 
year.  

3. Real estate on 
public land 

“The Mall” is located in Maroussi, an Athens suburb. Before the 
Olympics, the site currently occupied by the shopping center was …mere 
grazing land for sheep. However, major road and rail infrastructure 
projects turned it into a prime piece of real-estate. The site belonged to 
the state and was meant for social housing. Instead, it was sold at a 
discount to Lamda, the Latsis Group subsidiary which erected The Mall. 
The large-scale commercial development has adversely affected the 
local community, degrading the suburb’s environment and character and 
attracting thousands of cars which cause traffic congestion. On top of 
that, the local market has suffered due to unfair competition.. 
 
Caption:  
The area of the "Media Village", close to the Olympic Stadium (Δ) and to 
major road and rail infrastructure. Α) The Mall, B) Accommodation for 
the journalists during the 2004 Olympics, today known as "Ilida" 
apartments, C) the area where Lamda was committed to build a park 
but still serves as a bus parking lot. 

4. The Olympic Games 
pretext 

A sign outside The Mall reads: “Olympic Media Village”. That’s because 
The Mall is an Olympic project that was inaugurated a full year after the 
Games! The Media Village was meant to provide accommodation to 
foreign journalists. The agreement between the Greek state and Lamda 
was for the construction of a housing complex to accommodate a 
number of foreign journalists during a 15-day period. In exchange, the 
state changed the laws so that Lamda could build a giant shopping 
center on land which it did not own, under terms not allowed by the 
Greek Constitution.  

5. The Corporation: 
The Latsis Group 

The Mall belongs to Lamda, a real-estate development firm within the 
Latsis Group. Spiro Latsis is the wealthiest man in Greece and the 51st 
wealthiest man in the world. His personal friends include the Bush 
family, Prince Charles and the President of the European Commission, 
Jose Manuel Barroso. The Latsis Group is active in banking, shipping, 
energy and real-estate.  

6. The nouveau Greek 
cabal: “All in the Mall” 

Mr. Latsis and his corporation are the ones running the show. The 
modern Greek cabal is completed by members of both major political 
parties, including the former and current Prime Ministers, Simitis and 
Karamanlis. Next in line come their government ministers, who 
introduced legislation contrary to the Constitution. The local mayor, Mr. 
Tzanikos, who came up with the idea, is currently being sued in court. 
Last but not least, the president of Athens 2004, Gianna Angelopoulou. 
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7. Little heroes: 
citizens and judges 

Against them, stood only a handful of citizens along with some brave 
members of the judiciary. Following a motion brought by a citizen, 
Dorilaos Klapakis, the Greek Supreme Court ruled in 2003 that the laws 
passed for The Mall were indeed unconstitutional and ordered the 
cessation of its construction. Lamda corporation and the state 
(ministries in charge and the police) ignored the ruling, so construction 
proceeded regardless.  

8. Collateral damage: 
The Olympic dead 

Following the court ruling and while, officially at least, construction had 
ceased, Dalip Doka, an Albanian worker, was killed at the site in an 
accident in December 2003. By the way, construction of the Olympic 
works cost the lives of at least 14 workers, mainly immigrants. The 
corresponding figure for the Sidney Olympics was 1.  
In the cartoon: 
- After all, this may be a solution for shoppers and workers. 
- The final solution!... 

9. Ground (zero) 
plans 

In an effort to convince public opinion that The Mall is indeed an 
Olympic project, just one year ahead of the Games, Lamda releases 
ground plans portraying the shopping center as the accommodation 
venue for the journalists. In fact, such a prospect was not even 
discussed by Athens 2004 and, needless to say, never materialized. 
During the Olympic Games, The Mall served as nothing more than a 
huge hole covered temporarily so as not to be seen.  

10. Brands above the 
law 

In November 2005, one year after the Olympic Games, The Mall is 
inaugurated. Tens of stores and movie theatres, including multinational 
brands, operate illegally and without a license in spite of the police 
having pressed charges against them. The Mall also serves as an 
experiment in labor market conditions: within The Mall, the branch of 
Eurobank, a bank also owned by the Latsis Group, operates on 
Saturdays, in violation of labor legislation and with the acquiescence of 
the government.  

11. Park turned into… 
parking lot. 

In March 2002, Lamda was awarded the “Media Village” project, in 
return for a series of commitments towards Athens 2004, the local 
authority and the public organization that owned the land. Hardly any of 
those commitments were met!  
• Instead of hosting 6.000 journalists, as originally planned, the Media 

Village accommodated a mere 1.500. 
• The bid amount has not yet been reimbursed to the local authority. 
• The land purchase was only settled in early 2006. 
• On top of all that, the 20 acre park that Lamda undertook to build 

next to The Mall is still…a bus parking lot. 

12. Media black-out In Greece, no one dares speak against Latsis. 
Greek media (with slight exceptions) played a dual part: while The Mall 
was under construction, they concealed the Media Village scandal, which 
despite being obvious, did not receive as much as a comment. Later, 
The Mall’s inauguration was followed by a grandiose publicity campaign 
in the media and on TV. 
Outside Greece, no one speaks against Latsis either. When the British 
newspapers “The Times” and “The Telegraph” dealt with the Latsis 
Group, on occasion of the close relationship between Latsis and Barroso, 
they soon backtracked, under the threat of litigation. 

13. Fuck Them All  

 
 



 

 

 

 


